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Notes on Performance

1. This piece requires an almost continuous rubato, in response to changes in the melody, bass or inner parts. The
notated marks of tempo change (ritardando, accelerando, ritenuto, animando) represent correspondingly bigger
gestures. To help preserve the long line, especially at transitions, luftpausen and stretching of upbeats may be
required. Less lyrical sections with a steady pulsation may need somewhat less rubato, but it may still be helpful to
use tempo modifications (slight changes of tempo maintained for a phrase or more). It will be particularly helpful to
pay great attention to the projection of the bass line. This will often determine the nature of the appropriate rubati.

2. The interpretation of the vocal part will be determined by the expression of the words. Vocal gestures typical of
nineteenth century Italian opera (portamenti, elongated high notes, etc.) will be helpful in more dramatic and
emotional situations. Sections without accompaniment may be taken quite freely, depending on the expression and
the energy of any particular performance.

3. Piano pedaling marks are to be taken quite literally, even when they demand a wash of sound extending through
chord changes. Half or quarter pedaling may sometimes be helpful for clarity depending on the individual
instrument or hall, but it is crucial that the bass be prolonged as indicated by the pedaling.
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Scene 1

The garden outside Olivia’s house

Viola enters, a ring in her hand.
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